Massachusetts Zoning Quick Facts:

N Chapter 40A

Massachusetts Zoning Law

2. We are a “Home Rule”
State— this means 351
independent zoning

: jurisdictions, with a
median population of

1. Our zoning is old— Ch.40A
“The Zoning Act” was enacted in
1975 and has remained virtually
unchanged for 43 years.

\ 3. 1tis really hard fo change — 4. Zoning bylaw

2/3 majority vote for approval.iti ~onsidered your
cannot be reconsidered for2 Master Plan

years if fails.

Key Contents in a Zoning By-Law:
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Zoning Map

Definitions
Establishment of Districts

Use Regulations
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Intensity (Dimensional) Regulations

Special Regulations
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Administration and Enforcement
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A Definition for Zoning (According to Judi s _F_' i _." '\_
Barret, Barrett Planning Group, LLC): :“ |:_:|1:_:| ..: . ::
Zoning is the divisions of a community into “-.-.-.-'-'-'.'"“:".'.:«ii'o'---' R
districts, with the goal of regulating what uses  o* .’0“.: AR ":0‘.“"-"' .,
are permitted ; the size of individual lots, the . “looo|é %
number and type of structures, the placement '_ } ﬁ‘\ ; Yaanstt P
of structures on a lot, and the size, mass and ".0 WV*‘."’ '. E .
bulk of individual structures . LT "‘. ‘..'.
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Planning Board Planning Board
Hearing Report

Town Meeting or Attorney General
City Council Vote Approval
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