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About the Center for Housing Data

The Center for Housing Data conducts research and provides resources to improve policy at 
all levels of government and ensure we meet the housing needs of Massachusetts residents

Conduct research and 
create tools – such as 
DataTown and 
Residensity – that lead to 
better conversations 
around housing and 
ultimately to better 
housing outcomes for 
Massachusetts residents.

Work with our 
community assistance 
teammates to learn 
from local experience 
and use this to drive 
better research in the 
future.

Advise policymakers and 
officials on 
programmatic and 
legislative decisions, 
such as the Housing 
Choice Initiative and the 
MBTA Communities 
Law.

Promote greater data 
literacy and empower 
more people to access 
and use data when 
discussing housing and 
other policy topics in 
presentations and 
trainings.



Available Community 
Data



Available Community Data – Affordable Housing Trusts

Trust 
organization is 
tracked by MHP



Available Community Data – Community Preservation Communities

Reporting of 
detailed CPA 
data is 
improving with 
stronger 
requirements
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Available Community Data – Community Preservation Communities

Reporting of 
detailed CPA 
data is 
improving with 
stronger 
requirements



Available Community Data – Community Housing Characteristics

Supplemental 
data provides 
more local 
context

Median household income

Share of renter households



Available Community Data – Subsidized Housing Inventory

Benchmarking 
progress 
towards housing 
goals



Available Community Data – Bringing it all Together

The 
Massachusetts 
Affordable 
Housing Trust 
and Community 
Preservation Act 
Explorer



Data Insights



Data Insights – CPA Communities by Surcharge Level

Most of the
201 CPA 
communities 
have adopted a 
3% or 1% 
surcharge
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150 communities have not adopted 
the CPA



Data Insights – Housing Trust Communities by Trust Structure

The vast 
majority of the 
151 local housing 
trust funds are 
Municipal 
Affordable 
Housing Trusts
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200 communities do not have an 
affordable housing trust fund



Data Insights – Housing Trust Communities by Trust Structure and CPA Status

Over 80% of 
communities 
with a housing 
trust have 
adopted the 
CPA

118

9

22

2

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Municipal Affordable Housing Trusts Other Trusts

No CPA
CPA

Housing Trust Structure

Number of Communities

200 communities do not have an 
affordable housing trust fund – of 
those, 74 have adopted the CPA 
and 126 have not



Data Insights – Housing Trust Communities by Trust Status and CPA Surcharge

Communities 
with a higher 
CPA surcharge 
level are often 
also those with a 
housing trust
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24 communities have an affordable 
housing trust and have not adopted the 
CPA; 
74 communities do not have an 
affordable housing trust and have 
adopted the CPA



Data Insights – Median Household Income by CPA and Housing Trust Status

Median 
household 
income is 
slightly higher in 
communities 
with both a 
housing trust 
and CPA

CPA and Housing Trust Status
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Data Insights – Median Household Income by CPA and Housing Trust Status

Median 
household 
income is 
slightly higher in 
communities 
with both a 
housing trust 
and CPA
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Data Insights – SHI by CPA and Housing Trust Status

Over 8.5% of 
homes in 
communities 
with a housing 
trust and CPA 
are listed on the 
SHI

CPA and Housing Trust Status
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Data Insights – FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures by Trust Status

Among 
communities 
with positive 
reported CPA 
Community 
Housing 
expenditures, 
those without a 
trust spent a 
median of 
$52,000 in FY2025

FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures (millions)
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o 74 CPA communities do not have a housing trust

o 63 of those communities reported expenditures in FY2025

o 22 of those communities reported non-zero Community 
Housing spending in FY2025, ranging from $900 to $2.5 
million, with a median of $52,000
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Data Insights – FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures by Trust Status

Among 
communities 
with positive 
reported CPA 
Community 
Housing 
expenditures, 
those with a trust 
spent a median 
of $290,000 in 
FY2025

FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures (millions)

o 127 CPA communities have a housing trust

o 101 of those communities reported expenditures in FY2025

o 78 of those communities reported non-zero Community 
Housing spending in FY2025, ranging from $1,400 to over 
$19 million, with a median of $290,000



Data Insights – FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures by Trust Status

Communities 
with a housing 
trust had higher 
median 
Community 
Housing CPA 
expenditures in 
FY2025

FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures (millions)
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Data Insights – FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures by Trust Status

Communities 
with a housing 
trust had higher 
median 
Community 
Housing CPA 
expenditures in 
FY2025

FY2025 CPA Community Housing Expenditures (millions)
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Map Demonstration



Questions
emarya@mhp.net

mailto:emarya@mhp.net


o MHP’s Housing Toolbox
o MHP’s Center for Housing Data
o MassGIS Data: Community Preservation Act (CPA) Towns | Mass.gov
o CPA Databank | Community Preservation Coalition
o Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI) | Mass.gov

Resources:

https://www.housingtoolbox.org/
https://www.housingtoolbox.org/
https://www.mhp.net/data
https://www.mhp.net/data
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massgis-data-community-preservation-act-cpa-towns
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massgis-data-community-preservation-act-cpa-towns
https://www.communitypreservation.org/databank/home
https://www.communitypreservation.org/databank/home
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/subsidized-housing-inventory-shi
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/subsidized-housing-inventory-shi
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