GLOSSARY OF COMMON ACRONYMS AND TERMS

ACRONYMS
ACS US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey
AMI Area Median Income
CHAS Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy
DHCD MA Department of Housing and Community Development
GIS Geographic Information System
MOE Margins of Error
DEFINITIONS

Baby Boomers

The demographic cohort born between 1947 and 1964. (Harvard Joint Center for Housing
Studies (JCHS). America’s Rental Housing: Expanding Options for Diverse and Growing Demand. 2015.)

Cost Burdened

Households who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing.

Disability

The American Community Survey defines disability as including difficulties with hearing, vision, cognition,
ambulation, self-care, and independent living.

Family

A family is a group of two people or more (one of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or
adoption and residing together; all such people (including related subfamily members) are considered as members of
one family.

Household

A household includes the related family members and all the unrelated people, if any, such as lodgers, foster
children, wards, or employees who share the housing unit. A person living alone in a housing unit, or a group of
unrelated people sharing a housing unit such as partners or roomers, is also counted as a household. The count of
households excludes group quarters.

Generation X

The demographic cohort following the Baby Boomers born between 1965 and 1984. (JCHS)

Median Age

The age which divides the population into two numerically equal groups; that is, half the people are younger than
this age and half are older.
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Median Income

Median income is the amount which divides the income distribution into two equal groups, half having incomes
above the median, half having incomes below the median. The medians for households, families, and unrelated
individuals are based on all households, families, and unrelated individuals, respectively. The medians for people are
based on people 15 years old and over with income.

Millennials

The demographic cohort following Generation X born between 1985 and 2004. (JCHS)

Housing Unit

A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms, or a single room that is
occupied, or, if vacant, is intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.

Poverty

Following the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB’s) Directive 14, the Census Bureau uses a set of money
income thresholds that vary by family size and composition to detect who is poor. If a family’s total income is less
than that family’s threshold, then that family, and every individual in it, is considered poor. The poverty thresholds do
not vary geographically, but they are updated annually for inflation with the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U). The
official poverty definition counts money income before taxes and excludes capital gains and noncash benefits (such as
public housing, Medicaid, and food stamps). Thresholds by year and households size are found at this link:
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http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/

