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Neighborhood Defenders
Research by Katherine Einstein, David Glick and Maxwell Palmer

● Observed 1000s of hours of public meetings on housing in MA
● Attendees do not represent the community as a whole
● Overwhelmingly older, white, male homeowners there to oppose new developments
● Trends persist in both high and low-cost cities
● Opposition in wealthier neighborhoods pushes development into lower-income 

neighborhoods, exacerbating gentrification and displacement
● housingpolitics.com

http://housingpolitics.com
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Barriers to Participation
It is often the people who would benefit most from new housing that are unable to participate 

in these meetings. Barriers to more representative participation may include:

● Time - work and family commitments

● Insufficient outreach

● Bureaucratic gatekeeping

● Language barriers

● Sense of efficacy

● Harassment 

● May not currently live in town but wish to move there
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Identifying Stakeholders
Who is going to be most impacted by this? Who have you struggled to engage in the past? Reach 

beyond the usual suspects!

● Renters

● People of Color

● Young people

● Parents of young children

● People with disabilities

● People with low or no incomes

● Undocumented residents

● Non-English speaking residents

● Residents of Public + Affordable Housing 
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